Date:
Dear Member of Congress:

As you know, Ohio, and the nation, is facing historic economic challenges. Ohio’s Office of Budget and Management is projecting $640 million in budget shortfalls for 2009 and drastic budget cuts for the biennium state budget.  In the next two years, Ohio will confront the most serious erosion in revenues it has experienced in the last 40 or 50 years. At flat funding for fiscal years 2010-11, Ohio is projected to have a $7.3 billion deficit. Even if each agency is funded at 90% for FY10-11, which would ultimately mean cuts to important services Ohioans depend upon and decreased investments in initiatives that stimulate the economy, Ohio would still have a $4.7 billion deficit for the coming biennium.  Additionally, for the first time, Ohio is projecting to see a reduction in wage and salary income.

As a representative of the long-term care profession that provides valuable services to the most critically ill as well as seniors, where at least 80 percent of our funding comes from a combination of state and federal funds, I am asking you and the new administration to provide the following:

·$100 Billion in Block Grants to the States: Unless federal resources are provided, the severe nature of current and future shortfalls states are facing will have devastating consequences on core services states provide. This would include enhanced FMAP funding. 

· An Immediate Economic Recovery Package:  Ohio’s biennium budget is expected to be introduced in early February 2009. Current Medicaid funding is inadequate to meet the rising needs of this population, and competitive wages are necessary to maintain a professional workforce.  Assistance is needed immediately if we are to avoid further painful reductions.

There will be no national economic recovery without strong states, such as Ohio.  Our ability to provide essential services to Ohio’s sickest and most vulnerable population depends on joint federal and state programs.  Please pass necessary funding to help ensure quality health care to all Ohioans.
Sincerely,

